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Global Harmony Series

The Gualala Arts Global Harmony series (promoting 
global harmony by sharing cultures through the arts) 
offered in 2014 between March 21 and June 22 is the 
most ambitious since its inception with Rupa and April 
Fishes in October of 2010.  This year’s seven events 
correspond to the time from the spring equinox to 
the summer solstice. The culmination is a week-long 
festival honoring the connection between local Native 
Americans and the Russian settlers of Fort Ross.

On Friday, March 21 Rumi’s Caravan provides a 
Persian-themed evening that includes a buffet dinner, 
music and poetry, all inspired by the 13th century poet 
Rumi.  A Sufi mystic, Rumi wrote about reuniting 
with his lover from whom he is separated.   Rumi’s 
importance is considered to transcend national and 
ethnic borders and his teachings have had resurgence 
in recent times.

Four days later, on Tuesday, March 25 Four 
Shillings Short, a Celtic, folk, and world music duo, 
will perform an eclectic selection of music from 
contemporary and traditional Irish and Scottish 
ballads to Indian Ragas, Medieval and Renaissance 
instrumentals and a cappella numbers. Christy Martin 
and Aodh Óg Ó Tuama have toured the United States 
and Ireland since 1977.

On Saturday, March 29 the Kitka Women’s Vocal 
Ensemble returns to perform their distinctive Eastern 
European repertoire of rural Balkan, Slavic, and 
Caucasian vocals traditionally reserved for women.  
The music features stunning dissonances, asymmetric 
rhythms, intricate ornamentation, and lush harmonies. 
Their last Gualala Arts concert was in December of 
2012.

This year the Whale and Jazz Festival Main Event 
on Saturday, April 26 is a Global Harmony concert 
featuring Grammy winning Danish violinist Mads 
Tolling and his Jazz Europa ensemble. The distinctive 
ensemble integrates the violin into a traditional jazz 
combo.

 All  instruments play unconventional roles.  Violin 
may act as drum, guitar may take bass lines and 
bass may carry the melody. There are some moments 

of pure spontaneity, but underlying the concept 
of the ensemble are thoughtful compositions and 
arrangements.

The local group Cloudfire performs on Friday, May 
16.  Familiar faces offer an evening of world music that 
features a wide array of exotic instruments including 
the oud, didjeridu, metallophone, and bansuri flute 
as well as the more conventional sax and guitar. They 
have performed at various local venues such as Arena 
Theater and the Gualala Arts Center.

The following evening, Saturday, May 17, The Sacred 
and Profane Choral Group honors the a cappella 
tradition of The Netherlands.  This group of 18 to 
24 singers performs music from the Renaissance to 
contemporary pieces.  In this concert the program pays 
particular tribute to Benjamin Britten, composer of 
notable choral works.

Global Harmony Season of Offerings 2014 concludes 
in a weeklong Sakha Cultural Festival that includes an 
art exhibit opening on Wednesday, June 18, a lecture 
on Thursday, June 19, a traditional Sakha dinner 
and concert on June 20, a day at Fort Ross with the 
Kashaya on June 21 and a Yakut/Sakha Summer 
Solstice Sun Rise Ceremony on Sunday, June 22 at 
Gualala Point Regional Park.  This celebration further 
strengthens the ties made when a delegation of local 
residents including a number of Kashaya Pomos paid 
a visit to Tot’ma the birthplace of Ivan Kuskov founder 
of Fort Ross.

A series this ambitious could not be made possible 
without the generous volunteers, artists and the partial 
underwriting of the entire season of offerings by 
Andrea A. Lunsford.

David “Sus” Susalla, organizer of this year’s series 
with his wife Harmony and Fred Adler, says, 
“The committee brings the diverse cultures of the 
world to our community knowing that all artistic 
expression speaks to the human spirit and promotes 
greater understanding among people from different 
backgrounds and across the millennia from mankind’s 
earliest days.”
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