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With new carts and new restrooms and new merchandise 
and new signage and new yardage markers and great fairways 
and greens and....... there simply is no reason not to come play 

Sea Ranch Golf Links.

(707) 785-2468
www.searanchgolf.com

The Sea Ranch
Golf Links

YOUR GRILLING NEEDS!
we have everything for 

your grilling needs!

gas, charcoal, smokers
full size, portable, built-in

Also: Clothing • Gifts • Cookware • Cutlery
Kitchen Utensils • Heating Products

Corner of Laurel and Franklin
Downtown Fort Bragg

(707) 964-2446
www.EREnergy.com

grill accessories
replacement parts
grilling books

937‑0100                                     530 Main St.
circa@mcn.org                           Mendocino

Mens & 
Womens
Apparel

319 N. FraNkliN St.
Fort  Bragg, Ca 95437

www.lostsurfshack.com

reNtalS                                                      
Shop: 707 961-0889
loCal diSCouNtS                             

Stand up paddle Board rentals at Big river Beach
Call for times & reservations

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
AO771-011
1363 East Lassen Ave
Chico, CA 95973
Tel: 530-895-5319
Fax: 877-651-3889
Cell: 530-518-5217
barbara.mcfarland@wellsfargo.com
www.wfhm.com/barbara-mcfarland

Barbara McFarland
Home Mortgage Consultant

NMLSR ID: 4448355

Newest Releases for: Nintendo WII,
XBOX 360, PSP, PS2, PS3 Games

(Trade-in Your Old Games!!)
Custom Built PC’s, Netbooks, Notebooks

On-site PC & Network Service

434 S. Franklin St.
www.computersolution-fb.com

964-7861

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
~ Under New Ownership ~ 

   964-7861              434 S. Franklin St., Fort Bragg

Art in the Redwoods 
continues the tradition 

See Welcome…Continued on Page 14

The Top Hat Dinner once again kicks off the annual 
Art in the Redwoods festival (AIR) this year celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of the show originally designated as 
an art and garden show. Many of the activities organized 
in that first event still survive, allbeit in different guises.

For example, The Top Hat Dinner is now a gourmet 
catered affair limited to 100 patrons. The $150 ticket 
includes VIP festival pass and a sneak preview of the 
exhibit; $100 of the cost is tax deductible. The original 
food offerings consisted of  potluck donations, but over 
the years more elaborate feasting took place.

Before moving to the current location in August of 
1998, AIR celebrated the weekend at one time with 
an Artists Ball held in the Gualala Hotel with dancing 
across the street at the now burned down Ocean Song 
restaurant. In the ’80s the dinner was called “Feast and 
Frolic.”  

The meal was sometimes in the hotel and sometimes 
catered in the Community Center. There were al fresco 
cafes like Le Cafe Foret and Redwood Garden. The Li-
ons Club barbecued at Bower Park and the Renaissance 
Faire had appropriate menus. Some years the evening 
concluded with musical presentations and other with 
dramatic performances. The Top Hat Dinner is carrying 
on a longstanding tradition.

The Friday Champagne preview from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
costs $10 and allows participants to view the artwork 
at a leisurely pace. The award presentations and judges 
critique will take place at the outdoor amphitheater at 
6 p.m. The practice of inviting qualified judges and of-
fering critiques was firmly established by the time AIR 
returned to the Community Center in the ’70s.  

One important consideration has remained from the 
very first show. AIR has always been non-juried and has 
always encouraged everyone from the beginner to the 
accomplished master to enter. There was always a Best in 
Show, Best Local Work and Most Popular award. Many 
years saw a Young Artists division and in some years a 
separate showing for students at The Dolphin.  

The majority of the entries are from Mendocino and 
Sonoma Counties, but a number of nearby Marin, Lake 
and San Francisco Bay Area artists also participate as 
well as entries from other areas of Northern California 
and from as far away as Fort Meyers, Florida and Min-
neapolis.
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